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As the West Tennessee Stewardship Ecologist for the Division of 

Natural Areas, I keep track of what exotic plants I have in my 17 

natural areas. I decided to summarize all this information. My 

hope is that this summary may provide some interesting information on 

the state of exotics in west Tennessee. 

Out of the 17 natural areas, I have counted 213 different exotic plant spe¬ 

cies that occur in at least one of the natural areas. That’s a lot of exot¬ 

ics! To put this in perspective, many of these plants are only invasive to 

parking lots and roadsides. This includes dandelion and English plan¬ 

tain. These plants are not a threat to natural systems. Also, some natu¬ 

ral areas have the bulk of exotics while others do not. Auntney Hollow 

SNA has only 10 known exotics, while Old Forest SNA has 102. Lastly, 

some invasive exotics are more of a threat in some plant communities 

but not much of a threat in other communities. In Carroll Cabin Barrens 

SNA, Japanese honeysuckle is not much of an issue in the dry uplands 

while in Stillhouse Hollow Falls it is a significant threat to the mesic, 

second-growth forest. 

Of the 213 exotics: 17 are Alert, 10 are Lesser Threat, 22 are Significant, 

and 15 are considered a severe threat by the Tennessee Invasive Plant 

Council. That’s a total of only 64 exotics (30%) ranked by the Council. 

The exotics with the most occurrences include: 17/17 - Lonicera japon- 

ica, 16/17 - Microstegium vimineum, 15/17 - Ligustrum sinense, Persi- 

caria longiseta, Rosa multiflora, 13/17 - Cardamine hirsuta, 12/17 - Les- 

pedeza cuneata, Perilla frutescens, 11/17 - Albizia julibrissin, Lamium 

purpureum, Stellaria media, Taraxicum officinale, 10/17 - Commelina 

communis. 

Microstegium or Japanese stiltgrass is probably in all 17.1 may have mis- 

identified hairy bittercress {Cardaminehirsuta) in some natural areas so 

it is likely it is less common. Though the range of an exotic’s occurrence 

is a good measure to how significant they are, it is not always a good 

factor to look at. Asiatic dayflower (Commelina communis) has a wide 

occurrence but it is of low significance. 

Of the 213 exotics, I tried to quantify which ones are the most .significant 

threats to native plants and communities: 

Japanese honeysuckle {Lonicera Japonica), Chinese privet (Li¬ 

gustrum sinense), Japanese stiltgrass, and multiflora rose (Rosa 

multiflora) are all widely spread and pose a significant threat in 

many areas. 

The following are not widely spread but are significant threats 

where they occur: 

Alligatorweed {Alternanthera philoxeroides) - widely spread 

within the wetlands of Walker Branch SNA 

Hairy joint-grass {Arthraxon hispidus) - this grass invaded 

Langford Branch and Auntney Hollow SNAs around 2016. It is a 

threat to riparian vegetation, moist slopes, and seeps. 

Marsh dayflower {Murdannia keisak) - for some reason, it ap¬ 

pears that this exotic has been spreading in the last few years. It 

has been located in five natural areas and is considered a major 

threat in all five areas. It spreads along waterways. I have found it 

along the Wolf River, Tennessee River, Middle Fork of the Obion 

River, and along streams in Lewis and McNairy Counties. 

The list is a good start to understanding what exotics are out 

there. It helps me plan on what is needed for management. 

Though, many on the list will never be eradicated, there has 

been much work completed towards their eradication: 

The Shelby Farms Park Conservancy has treated 100s of acres 

of Chinese privet at Shelby Farms which includes the Lucius E. 

Burch, Jr. State Natural Area. 

The Wolf River Conservancy has also treated 100s of acres of 

Chinese privet in and around the natural areas found along the 

Wolf River. 

The Overton Park Conservancy has treated a large number of its 

exotics within the Old Forest State Natural Area. 

As the West Tennessee Stewardship Ecologist, I have treated 

1000’s of exotics. In Stillhouse Hollow Falls SNA alone, I have 

treated over 2000 Japanese honeysuckle vines. I am near my 

goal of completely eradicating climbing vines (but not prostrate 

vines) from this natural area. 

Though this article is about west Tennessee, it is important to 

point out that the Division of Natural Areas staff (and others) 

has treated large amounts of exotics throughout Tennessee and 

will continue to do so in the future. 
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A. 'Letterfrom the President 
Hello Everyone, 

We have some great information in this newsletter. Look at all the wonderful trips 

we have for you this year. Out Trip Planning crew had done an excellent job. I 

sure want to go on all of them. We are visiting sites all across the state so we should 

see lots of different plants. I hope to see some new faces too. 

Check out the information on the Annual Meeting in July. We will be at Reelfoot 

Lake State park which has some rare habitats. Be sure to plan on the pontoon boat 

plant excursion that will take place on Sunday. This trip will be available for the 

first people in line-no reservations. Be sure to get there early to reserve your spot. 

I sure am looking forward to spring and seeing bright spots of color in the woods. 

I don’t know about you all but we have had too much rain in East TN and I’m 

ready for warmer weather. 

See you on the trails, 

Susan 

865-938-7627 

ssretiree@yahoo.com 

Nashville Lawn & Garden Show, Feb. 28 - 

Mar. 3, 2019 

TNPS will once again share a booth with fellow organizations Tennessee Inva¬ 

sive Plant Council and Tennessee Naturalist Program during the popular home 

garden show at the former Tennessee State Fairgrounds, now known as The 

Fairgrounds Nashville. This year we will be joined by the newly formed Middle 

Tennessee chapter of Wild Ones, a native plant gardening group. Our booth is 

fully staffed for the 4-day event thanks to volunteers from all these non-prof¬ 

its. TNPS will sell our selection of books and offer potential new members a 

half-price deal to join. Free educational materials from all the groups promote 

native plants, conservation, and natural history. 

The annual late winter show occupies five buildings featuring beautiful garden 

displays, floral arrangements, informational lectures, and hundreds of vendors. 

Attendees comes from all over the Mid-South. Show times are 10:00 a.m. to 

7:00 p.m. Thursday through Saturday and 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sunday. Tick¬ 

ets are $12. Stop by our booth (#124) to say hello. 
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3/23, Early Spring Flowers in the Cedar Glades and Fire Ecology Leader: Todd Crabtree 

The limestone glades of middle Tennessee are home to many interesting 
plants. Some of these emerge very early. We will see Nashville glade cress 
and other early flowers as well as seasonal streams associated with karst 
features. The trip will last a few hours and cover less than 2 miles, mostly on 
trails that are not steep or of great difficulty. Water and snacks are recom¬ 
mended. 

615-532-1378 todd.crabtree(5)tn.gov 

Meeting Place: Couchville Cedar Glade State Natural 
Area (36.1013 /-86.5294) 

Time: 10:00 AM Central Lunch: Bring food and plenty 
of water Facilities: None 

Difficulty: Easy but the trails could be muddy. 

4/6, Shakerag Hollow Leader: Dennis Horn and Mary Priestley 

This is a joint hike with the new Middle Tennessee Wild Ones and TNPS. Sha¬ 
kerag Hollow ranks as one of the top locations for early spring ephemerals in 
Middle TN. It contains a beautiful mature forest located within the Domain of 
the University of the South. Numerous scenic features include tall rock faces, 
caves, waterfalls, and mountain streams. The trail has a continuous display of 
wildflowers. Among the many plants we should see include Trillium grandi- 
fiorum and T. sulcatum, trout lilies, ramps, Dutchman's breeches, celandine 
poppy, dwarf larkspur, purple phacelia, and early saxifrage. The sandstone es¬ 
carpment often has halberd-leaf violet (V. hastata) and Sweet White violet (V. 
blanda), shrub yellowroot, and shining club moss. Midway through the hike, 
if we're lucky, we may find the showy spotted mandarin (Prosartes maculata) 
with its creamy-white flowers dotted with maroon specks. 

931-461-0262 horndd(a)lighttube.net 

Meeting Place: 

Meet at University of the South Entrance Gates 
(35.210034, -85.898113). Directions: Leave 1-24 at 
exit 134 in Monteagle. Take US 41-A toward Sewanee. 
Continue 3.7 miles to the University gates. The parking 
area is on the right just past the gates. 

Time: 10:00 am Central Lunch: Bring trail lunch, water, 
and camera. A car shuttle is required. A liability waiver 
may be required. Facilities: Nearest facilities are in 

Difficulty: Hike about 2 miles, excellent trail of moderate difficulty, with ele¬ 
vation change ca. 400 ft. 

Monteagle. 

4/7, Short Springs Wildflower Hike Leader: Todd Crabtree 

Short Springs State Natural Area is well known for its spring display of wild¬ 
flowers. Numerous spring ephemerals are at home on the slopes above BoBo 
Creek and these will be the focus for the hike. There are also scenic waterfalls 
in the natural area. Bring water and snacks and footwear with good ankle 
support. We'll be back at the trail head in the middle of the day. 

615-532-1378 todd.crabtree(5)tn.gov 

Meeting Place: Short Springs State Natural Area 
(35.4073,-86.1745) Time: 10:00 am Central Lunch: 
Bring water and snacks and footwear with good ankle 
support. Facilities: None 

Difficulty: The maintained trails have a few steep sections but experienced 
hikers will not be too challenged. 

4/12-14, Trails and Trilliums Meeting Place: Monteagle Sunday School Assembly 
near 1-24 and Sewanee 

A 3-day festival with guided hikes on trails in South Cumberland State Park. 
Directions and details: www.trailsandtrilliums.org 

4/13, Frozen Head Wildflower Walk Leader: Larry Pounds and Jimmy Groton 

This is a joint outing for the 53rd Frozen Head Wildflower Pilgrimage with 
TNPS and TCWP. We will have an excellent opportunity to see spring wildflow¬ 
ers. The first mile is ideal for those with rather limited hiking capabilities; the 
trail is wide and flat. It is a loop with quick return to the parking area (Inter¬ 
pretive Trial). For those continuing the next 2 miles are steeper and rougher 
but still moderate (Judge Branch and S. Old Mac Trails). 

Larrv 865-705-8516 PoundsL471(5)aol.com 

Meeting Place: 

1. Gold's Gym/Books-A-Million parking lot in Oak Ridge 
(at the end close to S. Illinois Avenue, near Salsarita's) 
2. Frozen Head State Park at the Park Office 

Time: 1. 9:00 AM Eastern 
2.10:00 AM Eastern/ 9:00 AM Central Lunch: Water, 
lunch, bug spray. Facilities: At meeting places 
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4/24-27, Spring Wildflower Pilgrimage 

The Spring Wildflower Pilgrimage is an annual event in the Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park featuring professionally-guided walks to explore the 

region's rich natural and cultural resources. Programs included fungi, ferns, 

wildflowers, trees and shrubs, medicinal plants, and more. Directions and 

details: www.wildfloweroilsrimage.orR 

Where: Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 

Gatlinburg, TN 

5/3-4, Elsie Quarterman Cedar Glade Wildflower Festival 

Elsie Quarterman Cedar Glade Festival is an annual event held at Cedars of 

Lebanon State Park at the Cedar Forest Lodge (from the main entrance take 

the fork in the road to the right to the first building on the right). Lectures, 

hikes, roundtable discussions and more. Details and directions: www.mtsu. 

edu/slade-center 

Where: Cedars of Lebanon State Park 

5/4, Spring Wildflower Hike at Stillhouse Hollow Falls 

In 2017, the state added approximately 110 acres to the 90-acre Stillhouse 

Hollow Falls State Natural Area. We plan to hike the 2/3 mile trail to the falls 

where we will have lunch. After exploring the area around the falls, we will 

then explore the new property. Since there are no trails on the new proper¬ 

ty be prepared to walk on uneven ground. Boots are highly recommended. 

We will explore a ravine and portions of the uplands. The ravine is rich with 

wildflowers including wild hyacinth, greater yellow ladies'-slippers, Miami 

mist, purple rocket, Illinois wood-sorrel, and celandine poppy. From the new 

property we will do a complete loop back to the trail and parking lot. The trip 

should end around 3 p.m. During the hike the leader will discuss issues, vol¬ 

unteering, management, ecology, and of course the many plants that we will 

see. To date, 390 plant species have been recorded for the natural area. 

Leader: Allan J. Trently and Bart Jones 731-512- 

1369 allan.trentlv(5)tn.sov 

Meeting Place: 

Parking lot of the natural area just off U.S. Route 

43. (httDs://www.tn.sov/environment/oro- 

sram-areas/na-natural-areas/natural-areas-mid- 

dle-resion/middle-resion/na-na-stillhouse-hollow- 

falls.html ) 

Time: 10:00 a.m. Central Lunch: Bring water, snack 

and/or lunch Facilities: None 

5/5, North Ridge Trail (Walker Lane area) TNPS/TCWP (Oak Ridge) 

This is a joint TNPS and TCWP outing. We will walk down the backside of 

Black Oak Ridge to a superb spring wildflower area along a lovely spring fed 

stream. Flowers to be seen depending on the spring season timing include 

celandine poppy, native pachysandra, Vasey's trillium and many more. The 

trail is rough and steep in places. We can help each other in these spots. The 

distance is about 2 miles round trip. NOTE: This trip is scheduled for Sunday. 

Leader: Larry Pounds and Jimmy Groton 

Larrv Pounds 865-705-8516 PoundsL471(5)aol.com 

Meeting Place: Oak Ridge Children's Museum 

parking lot 

Time: 1:30 PM Eastern Lunch: Bring water, bug 

spray. Facilities: At meeting place. 

5/11, Stinging Fork Falls to Piney River TNPS/TCWP 

We will caravan from the Exxon to the Lower Piney River Trailhead to start a 

shuttle leaving some cars there. We will then carpool to the Stinging Fork Falls 

Trailhead. From there we hike back to the Piney River Trailhead. This section 

of the Cumberland Trail was completed in fall 2018. What spring flowers we 

will see is hard to predict. The route is definitely scenic. Total walking distance 

will be about 6 miles. The trail is up and down with many steps. 

Alternatives: People are welcome to head back early to the Stinging Falls Fork 

Trailhead. They will need a car there or will have to wait until the afternoon 

when the shuttle is completed. With this alternative you could drive back 

from the Stinging Fork Trailhead to the Piney River Trail Head and walk in 

along the flat trail by Soak Creek to meet the rest of the group as they reach 

Soak Creek. 

Leader: Larrv Pounds 865-705-8516 PoundsL471(5) 

aol.com 

Meeting Place: 1. Gold's Gym/Books-A-Million 

parking lot in Oak Ridge (at the end close to S. Illi¬ 

nois Avenue, near Salsarita's) 2. Rocky Top/ Exxon/ 

MacDonald's on US 27 in Spring City Time: 1. 9:00 

AM Eastern 2.10:00 AM Eastern 

Lunch: Bring water, lunch, bug spray. 

Facilities: At meeting places 
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6/1, Chickasaw State Park 

We will hike the Friends and Forked Pine Trail which will give us an oppor¬ 

tunity to botanize upland oak/hickory/pine communities in southwestern 

Tennessee. We will have an opportunity to see Green adder's mouth orchid 

(Moloxis unifolio) - although not rare, it is uncommon in west TN. We will 

also survey warm season grasslands along Highway 100 where we will find 

several conservative grassland species in flower. Directions: Chickasaw State 

Park is located off Highway 100 in Chester County, TN, approximately 7.5 

miles west of Henderson, TN. Please use the main entrance where the Park 

Office is located (Directions: httos://tnstateDarks.com/oarks/chickasaw ). 

Follow Cabin Lane past Sagamore Lodge to the large parking area near the 

playground, park on the northern end of the parking lot (near the trail head 

for Friends Trail). 

Leader: Claude Bailev cbailev(®iscc.edu 

Meeting Place: Parking lot at the Friends Trail trailhead / 

Picnic Shelter #1 (35.392558, -88.770303). See additional 

directions on the left. 

Time: 10:00 a.m. Central Lunch: Bring water, snack and/ 

or lunch 

Facilities: Restroom facilities at the parking area. 

6/1, Arnold AFB (AEDC) and May Prairie SNA 

This is a joint hike with the new Middle Tennessee Wild Ones and TNPS. For 

those that missed the 2016 trip, this is your opportunity to again see orchids 

and other rare plants. The "Oak Barrens" of Coffee County provide some of 

the best examples of TN rare plants that also occur in the Gulf Coastal Plain 

and the prairies of the Midwest. As a result Coffee County is one of only three 

counties in Tennessee with 50 or more rare plant species. We will visit the 

AEDC first to see native orchids: Calopogon tuberosus, Cleistes bifaria (now 

Cleistesiopsis), and possibly Platanthera lacera and Pogonia ophioglossoides. 

We should also find Death Camas (Zigadenus leimanthoides, now Stenanthi- 

um tennesseense), Whorled Loosestrife (Lysimachia quadrifolia), and Hyssop 

Leaved Skullcap (Scutellaria integrifolia). After lunch time permitting we will 

visit May Prairie. We should see Mock Bishop's Weed (Ptilimnium costatum), 

Enyngo (Eryngium integrifolium), Coppery St. Johnswort (Hypericum den- 

ticulatum), Marsh Pea (Lathyrus palustris), Horned Bladderpod (Utricularia 

cornuta), and Swamp Candles (Lysimachia terrestris). 

Difficulty: Easy to moderate walking in low vegetation. 

Leader: Dennis Horn 931-461-0262 horndd(5)lishttube. 

net 

Meeting Place: Meet at Wendy's in Manchester TN (82 

Expressway Dr, Manchester, TN) (35.459774, -86.054491) 

Directions: Leave 1-24 at exit 114 in Manchester TN. Turn 

left coming from Chattanooga (right from Nashville) onto 

US 41 heading NW toward town. Turn right at the 1st 

traffic light (Raceway at that intersection) beyond the 

interstate. Wendy's is half a block on the right. 

Time: 10:00 a.m. Central 

Lunch: Bring water, insect repellent, sunscreen, and cam¬ 

era. Lunch in car or on trail. 

Facilities: Facilities at meeting place. 

7/13, Annual Meeting Reelfoot Lake Hikes 

Check the TNPS website Conference page for details. 

7/20, May Prairie State Natural Area 

This is another joint hike with the new Middle Tennessee Wild Ones group 

and TNPS. The "Oak Barrens" of Coffee County provide examples of TN rare 

plants that are disjunct from the Gulf Coastal Plain and the prairies of the 

Midwest. The primary goal of this outing is to see Snowy Orchid (Platanthera 
nivea) in flower. This is the only location known in Tennessee for this Coast¬ 

al Plain species. Usually flowering with it is the equally rare Coastal False 

Asphodel (Tofieldia racemosa, now Triantha racemosa). We should also see 

Mock Bishop's Weed (Ptilimnium costatum), Ernngo (Eryngium integrifolium), 
Coppery St. Johnswort (Hypericum denticulatum), three Silphiums, including 

Shaggy Rosinweed (Silphium mohrii) which is endemic to TN, AL and, GA, 

Swamp Rose (Rosa palustris), and Virginia Goldenrod (Solidago austrina). 

Difficulty: Easy to moderate walking in low vegetation. 

Leader: Dennis Horn 931-461-0262 horndd(5)lighttube.net 

Meeting Place: Meet at Wendy's in Manchester TN (82 

Expressway Dr, Manchester, TN) (35.459774, -86.054491) 

Directions: Leave 1-24 at exit 114 in Manchester TN. Turn 

left coming from Chattanooga (right from Nashville) onto 

US 41 heading NW toward town. Turn right at the 1st 

traffic light (Raceway at that intersection) beyond the 

interstate. Wendy's is half a block on the right. 

Time: 10:00 a.m. Central Lunch: Bring water, insect 

repellent, sunscreen, and camera. Lunch in car or on trail. 

Facilities: Facilities at meeting place. 

7/27, Auto Tour of the New Foothills Parkway Extension 

We'll explore the new section of the Foothills Parkway by automobile, making 

stops along the way to see the views and any interesting plants that are to be 

found. It should be a bit cooler at the elevations where we'll be traveling. 

Leader: Allen and Susan Sweetser 865-938-7627 ssretir- 

ee(® vahoo.com 

Meeting Place: IGA Grocery Store (near the gas pumps) in 

Townsend (7945 E Lamar Alexander Pkwy, Townsend, TN) 

Time: 10:00 AM Eastern Lunch: Picnic lunch at the Look 

Rock area. Bring water, lunch and bug spray. 
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8/11, BioBlitz at The FarmCommunity, Summertown 

We will join Dr. Dwayne Estes, Executive Director of the Southeastern Grass¬ 

lands Initiative, Botanical Explorer at BRIT, and Professor of Biology at Austin 

Peay State University, for a BioBlitz of the prairie barrens at The FarmCommu- 

nity. Our focus will be on the flora, but we will also note the pollinators of the 

ecosystem and any animals and birds that we may encounter. We should be 

treated with a variety of grasses and late summer wildflowers that are typical 

of many southeastern grasslands. NOTE: This trip is scheduled for Sunday. 

Difficulty: Easy, but the weather may be very hot. Dress appropriately and 

bring sunscreen and plenty of water. If this event is canceled due to rain we 
will conduct the hike on 8/18. 

Leader: Cvnthia Rohrbach cvnthrohr(a)gmail.com 

Meeting Place: We will meet at The Farm Community 

Store which is located at 100 Second Rd., Summer- 

town. 

Time: 10:00 AM Central Lunch: Bring. Food is also 

available at The Farm Community Store. You are 

invited to bring your swimsuit and enjoy a refreshing 

dip in the swimming hole after the hike.Fac/V/tfes; At 

meeting place. 

9/7, Bledsoe State Forest Fall Flowers TNPS/TCWP 

We will caravan from Crossville to the Bledsoe State Forest. We will go to var¬ 

ious sites on powerline right-of-ways to see many species of aster, goldenrods 

and other fall flowers. This is a joint TNPS and TCWP outing. The walks will be 

short with total distance less than 3 miles. 

Leader: Larry Pounds 865-705-8516 

PoundsL471(S)aol.com 

Meeting Place: 1. Gold's Gym/Books-A-Million parking 

lot in Oak Ridge (at the end close to S. Illinois Avenue, 

near Salsarita's) 

2. Shell Station on the south side of the Peavine exit 

in Crossville 

Time: 1. 9:00 AM Eastern 2.10:00 AM Eastern or 9:00 

AM Central Lunch: Bring water, lunch, bug spray. Fa¬ 
cilities: At meeting places 

9/21, Hike the Tennessee Valley Authority's Lady's Bluff Trail 

The Lady's Bluff Trail is a 2.6-mile trail (round-trip) in Perry County (north of 

Mousetail Landing State Park). The trail offers limestone outcrops, abundant 

wildflowers, and spectacular views of the Tennessee River. There is a large 

population of aromatic aster (Symphyotrichum oblongifolium) along the bluff. 

Aromatic aster is rare in west Tennessee. Also along the bluff are September 

elm (Ulmus serotina) and wall-rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria). Along the way 

to the bluff are some excellent examples of limestone rock outcrop communi¬ 

ties. We should see black-stemmed spleenwort, rattlesnake-master, Allegheny 

spurge, woodland stonecrop, heartleaf noseburn, blue ash, Carolina leaf-flow¬ 

er, and Ohio buckeye as well as a number of plants found in mesic environ¬ 

ments. 

Difficulty: The trail is rated as east to moderate. For additional information 

visit httDs://www.tva.eov/Environment/Recreation/TVA%E2%80%93Trails/ 

Ladv%27s-Bluff-Trail. 

Leader: Allan J. Trentlv 731-512-1369 allan.trentlvf® 

tn.gov 

Meeting Place: Meet at Fat Man's Keystop (11668 

Highway 412 W, Linden, TN) 

Time: 9:30 AM Central 

Lunch: Bring lunch 

Facilities: At meeting place. 

10/26, Late Fall at Carroll Cabin Barrens State Natural Area 

We will make a late fall visit to one of West Tennessee's botanical jewels, Car- 

roll Cabin Barrens State Natural Area, to see one of just two state populations 

of Great Plains ladies'-tresses (Spiranthes magnicamporum). These orchids 

are the latest-blooming of all our native orchids and occur in widely scattered 

prairie relicts in the South that are disjunct from the main populations found 

in the upper Midwest. If we are lucky (and there has been no frost), we will 

hopefully enjoy some nice fall foliage and some of the last flowers of the oth¬ 

er special fall plants of the barrens like barrens silky aster (Symphyotrichum 
pratense), stiff aster (Lonactis linariifolia), blue sage (Salvia azurea var. grandi- 
flora), and obedient plant (Physostegia virginiana). 

Difficulty: Easy to moderate. Much of the walking is on slopes and there are 

areas where rocks protrude. 

Leader: Bart Jones 901-485-2745 biones7777(5)hot- 

mail.com 

Meeting Place: Parking lot of the Carroll Cabin Barrens 

State Natural Area (35.467472, -88.053667) 

Time: 10:00 AM Central 

Lunch: Late lunch at MeoMio's Cajun Restaurant close 

by. 

Facilities: At the restaurant 

Please Contact the Leader if You Plan on Attending! 
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2019 TNPS Annual Meeting Registration 
Ellington Hall, Reelfoot Lake State Park 

July 12-14, 2019 

Please complete and return with payment by July 1st. 
Please note: 

• Lodging and meals are on your own. We will provide a list of options shortly. 

• On Sunday an optional pontoon boat trip is available for a cost of $10 per person, 
paid at time of departure. Do NOT include with registration. 

Registration fee $25 per person; # people_@ $25 = 

Registrant #1 Information: 

Name_ 

Address_ 

Telephone_ 

Email_ 

Special Needs_ 

Registrant #2 Information: 

Name_ 

Address_ 

Telephone_ 

Email_ 

Special Needs_ 

Make check(s) payable to TNPS and send to: 

Karen Hill, 2152 Ravenscourt Drive, Thompsons Station, TN 37179 

Questions? Email; treas@tnps.org 
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Lodging and meals for the annual meeting are on your own. Below is a list of possible accomoda¬ 

tions: 

• Reelfoot Lake Inn - 731-253-6845 

• Dragonfly Inn B&B - 731-253-0206 

• Cypress Point Resort - 731-253-6654 

• Blue Bank Resort - 1-877-258-3226 

• Reelfoot Lake State Park Cabins and Campsites - 731-253-9652 

If you have difficulties finding a room, there are more hotels in Union City and Dyersburg about 

thirty minutes away. Hike schedules coming soon. 

When Dues Are Due? 
Unless you are an email subscriber, check your mailing label for your membership date. You are paid through 

the year listed just above your name. You can pay TNPS dues at any time, and now you can pay online at the 

TNPS Website. Just go to www.tnps.org, click “Membership,” and follow directions there. If your address has 

changed, you can email the new address to info@tnps.org. We cannot print the newsletter in full color, but you 

may be pleased to find all the color in email copies and at the website, www. trips, org 
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Frozen Head Wildflower Walk 
Wartburg, Tennessee 

Larry Pounds 
April 13,2019 

North Ridge Trail Outing 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

Larry Pounds 

May 5,2019 

For the second year in a row TCWP and TNPS par¬ 

ticipated in the Frozen Head State Park Wildflower 

Pilgrimage. Probably due to rainy weather about 

twenty five people turned out, half of last year’s turnout. 

Like last year we were able to divide the group up using 

the several fine nature interpreters that volunteered to 

lead. 

Numerous species of wildflower were in bloom includ¬ 

ing southern red trilliums, large-flowered white trilliums, 

yellow trilliums, crested iris, spotted mandarin and about 

six species of violets. 

Fernleaf Phacelia 

(PHA CELIA BIPINNA TIFIDA) 

by David Hilgeman 

For the suspicious looking weather we had a good 

turnout of ten people. We were able to get one last 

look at the spring wildflowers though most had fin¬ 

ished blooming. The star of the show was Vasey s trillium. 

We had the rare sighting of a white flowered Vasey s. They 

are normally maroon and all but one we saw were ma¬ 

roon. We enjoyed seeing the fruit of twinleaf and celan¬ 

dine poppy. The shrub maple-leaf viburnum was in flow¬ 

er. A few rue anemones and purple phacelias continued 

to bloom. 

Some information on Oak Ridge geography and geology 

was shared. We wonder if the chert rocks which are simi¬ 

lar to flint could also produce sparks for fire starting. 

YELLOW FUMEWORT 

(CORYDALIS FLAVULA) 

By Bart Jones 
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A. 'Letter from the President 
Hello Everyone, 

Well.Its almost time for the Annual Meeting in July. Send in your reser¬ 

vation info and come enjoy this great weekend. It will be a different exploration 

of plants by water on the pontoon boats. A rare opportunity to see unusual water 

plants without getting wet. 

I hope you all have enjoyed at least one field trip this year. We have had some good 

ones all across the state. There is still time to join along on a remaining one. We 

have trips scheduled all the way through October. 

I also want to let you know to keep Tom Patrick in your thoughts and prayers. 

Tom is currently battling prostate cancer. Tom was an early member of TNPS and 

a former President. He was one of my early plant mentors and shared his knowl¬ 

edge with me through many years. I’m still trying to learn and remember what 

he has taught me. When you were in the woods with Tom, everything was a joy 

to see and an important subject to learn. I don’t think he ever met a plant that he 

didn’t like!! 

See you on the trails, 

Follow us on Social Media ! 

Twitter - We are the Tennessee Native 

Plant Society@plant_native. 

Instagram - TNPS@plant_native 

Please send content and photos to 

Jennifer Trently at jmtrently@gmail.com! 

Use hash tag #tn native plant for both 

Twitter and Instagram. 

Cedar Glade Cress 

(Leavenworthia stylosa) 
by Bart jones 

Tweets can be photos but are composed of 140 wordsoon to be 280 words max. 

Tweets can contain links. 

Items for Instagram must be in the form of a photo or graphic and cannot con¬ 

tain links only information. 
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Bridge Tribute 

On Sunday April 7 the bridge over Bobo Creek at Short Springs Nat¬ 

ural Area in Coffee county was officially named the Collier Horn 

bridge. The City of Tullahoma and the Friends of Short Springs 

were behind this effort. This was to honor Marjorie Collier and Dennis 

Horn. The Tennessee Valley Authority donated the bridge when it became 

necessary to replace the old one about a year ago. 

Naming structures in State Parks and Natural Areas is 

a rare event and is usually a result of a major financial 

donation. The Tennessee Department of Environment 

and Conservation agreed that these 2 individuals were 

well-deserving of the honor. Dennis has been with Tennessee Native Plant Society from the begin¬ 

ning and has worked hard to build that organization and has also worked hard for almost 40 years to 

protect Short Springs State Natural Area. Congratulations Dennis! - Todd Crabtree 

As always, out of the over 1500 bills filed for possible ac¬ 

tion in the Tennessee General Assembly in 2019, a few 

hundred passed. A few dozen are of particular interest to 

advocates for our environment and for the natural order. Please 

watch for more information and for our Scorecard which will have 

many more details later in the year. 

Public Chapter 125 regarding ginseng is of special importance to TNPS. This effort seems to be positively motivated by a 

desire to increase the potency of cultivated ginseng via cloning, hence reducing the temptation to illegally harvest “wild 

ginseng.” The following links provide more general information about ginseng: 

• http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB0919 

• https://ag.tennessee.edu/plantsciences/Pages/Ginseng.aspx 

• https://www.wilsonpost.com/community/rooting-for-ginseng/article 6fe9e506-05a2-lle9-a295-ef29c35c5c02.html 

• http://www.tnstate.edu/extension/documents/wild stimulant production ginseng tennessee.pdf 

Other public chapters include: 

Public Chapter 172 creates a task force to study and report on the feasibility and benefits of creating the Tennessee 

Outdoor Education and Recreation Grant Program. See this summary for more information: 

• http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB0058 

Public Chapter 158 bans local government efforts to regulate or tax certain solid wastes, specifically “auxiliary contain¬ 

ers”. Also described by some as the “pro plastic in landfills” bill. See this summary for a fuller explanation: 

• http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB0431 

A bill passed which does not yet have a public chapter number that establishes a commercial paddlecraft advisory com- 

itee, among other things. See this summary for a fuller explanation. 

• http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB0665 

No further coal legislation passed in 2019. 

2019 Legislative Report for TNPS 
By Stewart Clifton 

Tennessee Conservation Voters 
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Trip Report 

Stinging Creek to Soak Creek Outing 
Rhea County, Tennessee 

Larry Pounds 

May 11, 2019 

May 11 had a very wet forecast but as I usually 

do I go if there is no significant safety threat. 

I carpooled with one person from Oak Ridge 

and met zero people in Spring City Two for an outing 

may be some sort of record. With one vehicle the shuttle 

was off. Amazingly the weather tuned out pretty well. We 

had about five minutes of rain during the whole day. 

Virginia Bluebells (Mertens,a v,rg,n,ca) The scenery in the Stinging Falls area was glorious with 

BY DAVID HlLGEMAN an eqUapy beautiful trail passing through it. We caught 

the white bead-lilies (Clintonia umbellulata) at their flowering peak. On an even newer section of the Cumberland Trail 

heading on toward Hinch Mountain we viewed fairy-wand (Chamaelirium luteuni) with male and female wands also at 

peak. 

Cedar Glade Cress 

(Leavenworthia stylosa) 

by Bart jones 

Glade Phlox 

(Phlox bifida ssp. stellaria) 

by Bart jones 

Do you have photos from trips you’d like to share? Are you 

interested in other TNPS News? Stay up to date and follow 

us on facebook! facebook.com/tennesseenativeplantsociety 
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Friday (July 12) 
Meet/Greet and Registration at the auditorium 3:00-5:00 

Dinner on your own 5:00-7:00 

General meeting 7:00-7:30 

Talk by Rita Venable, "Butterflies and Other Pollinators" 7:30-8:30 

Meeting wrap-up 8:30-9:00 

Saturday (July 13) 
Breakfast on your own 

Field trip (two groups) 9:30-4:00 (meet at Visitor's Center Parking lot) Bring your own lunch! There will NOT be a 
box lunch provided. 

Dinner on your own 4:00-7:00 

Talk by Dr. Tom Blanchard, "A History of Reelfoot Lake and the Work of the UTM Reelfoot Lake Environmental Field 
Station" 7:30-8:30 

Meeting wrap-up 8:30-9:00 

Sunday (July 14) 
Breakfast on your own 

Pontoon boat lake tour 10:00- TBD. (Limit 30, first come first serve at the dock behind the Visitors Center, $10) 
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_Spring Trip Report 
Shakerag Hollow 

Sewanee, Tennessee 

Dennis Horn and Mary Priestley 

April 6, 2019 

The weather was great. Besides our two groups (TNPS 

and Wild Ones of Middle TN) of 25-30 participants, 

two additional groups were on the trail that day 

(Tennessee Trails and a local University group). We started 

at the Domain gates near St Andrews School and hiked to 

Greens View. This allowed the wildflowers to be introduced 

gradually and then grow in number and variety as we pro¬ 
ceeded along the trail. SPOTTED MANDARIN (PROSARTESMACULA TA) 

_ . . ...... by Dennis Horn 
In the sandstone escarpment, in the initial part ot the trail, 

we found Shrub Yellowroot (Xanthorhiza), Sweet white Violet ( V. blanda), Halberd-Leaved Yellow Violet ( V.hastata), and 

False Hellebore ( Veratrumparvifloruni). This later plant is interesting because the basal rosettes are always present in the 

spring but never in flower. It is poisonous and sometimes mistaken for Ramps (.Allium burdickii), which we found further 

down the trail. 

The flower display grew quickly as we dropped below the escarpment. We picked up 3 species of trillium (Tgrandidorum, 

T. cuneatum, and T.sulcatum). Other plants included Dutchmans Breeches, Celandine Poppy, Dwarf Larkspur, Purple 

Phacelia, Blue Cohosh, May Apple, Foamflower, Carolina Spring Beauty (the wide-leaved one), and Bloodroot (past). 

Always a treat, we found Spotted Mandarin (Prosartes maculata) with its large creamy flowers peppered with maroon 

specks. 

The steep climb out to the top was challenging, but the view from the overlook into the valley from Greens View was re¬ 

warding and made up for the effort. 

Celandine Poppy 

(Stylophorum diphyllum) 

by Dennis Horn 

Spring Trip Report 
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2019 TNPS Annual Meeting Registration 
Ellington Hall, Reelfoot Lake State Park 

July 12-14, 2019 

Please complete and return with payment by July 1st. 
Please note: 

• Lodging and meals are on your own. We will provide a list of options shortly. 

• On Sunday an optional pontoon boat trip is available for a cost of $10 per person, 

paid at time of departure. Do NOT include with registration. 

Registration fee $25 per person; # people_@ $25 = 

Registrant #1 Information: 

Name_ 

Address_ 

Telephone_ 

Email_ 

Special Needs_ 

Registrant #2 Information: 

Name_ 

Address_ 

Telephone_ 

Email_ 

Special Needs_ 

Make check(s) payable to TNPS and send to: 

Karen Hill, 2152 Ravenscourt Drive, Thompsons Station, TN 37179 

Questions? Email; treas@tnps.org 



2019Annual Meeting 

Sign up now for the Annual Meeting! 

Registration is due July 1! 

When Dues Are Due? 
Unless you are an email subscriber, check your mailing label for your membership date. You are paid through 

the year listed just above your name. You can pay TNPS dues at any time, and now you can pay online at the 

TNPS Website. Just go to www.tnps.org, click “Membership,” and follow directions there. If your address has 

changed, you can email the new address to info@tnps.org. We cannot print the newsletter in full color, but you 

may be pleased to find all the color in email copies and at the website, www. trips, org 
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May Prairie State Natural Area 
Coffee County 

July 20,2019 About 20 participants gathered for this summer 

outing at the May Prairie SNA. This was again a 

joint outing with the newly organized Middle TN 

Wild Ones. The plant of focus was the rare Snowy Orchid 

(.Platanthera nivea). We were relieved to find many plants 

still fresh, even though flowering had begun as early as 

July 9 this year. Of note, Chuck Wilson reported finding 

this plant recently in Warren County, its first known oc¬ 

currence outside of May Prairie in Tennessee. 

As we were entering the Prairie we were greeted by Hairy 

Wild Petunia (Ruellia huimlis) and Mitrewort (Mitreola 

petiolata). Once in the Prairie we began to see Sundrops 

(Oenothera fruticosa), the rare Hairy Water Primrose 

(Ludwigia hirtell a), Mary¬ 

land Meadow Beauty (Rhexia 

mariana), Cross-Leaf Milk¬ 

wort {Polygala cruciata) and 

Swamp Rose Mallow {Hibis¬ 

cus moscheutos). 

Further into the Prairie we 

found Whorled Rosinweed 

{Silphium trifoliatum), Shag¬ 

gy Rosinweed {S. mohrii) - 

an endemic to TN, AL, and 

GA, Winged Loosestrife {Ly- 

thrum alatum), Coppery St. 

Johns wort {Hypericum den- 

Snowy O rch i D ticulatuni),. 

(PLA TANTHERA NIVEA) Cont’d on page 4 
by Richard Hitt 

Searching for Nestronia: 
A Tennessee Rare Plant 

Middle Tennesseeans, here’s a plant sighting to 

add to your bucket list: Nestronia umbellula,, 

which goes by several common names includ¬ 

ing leechbrush, conjurer s-nut, and Indian olive. So far, 

we have not seen this small endangered shrub growing 

on the Sewanee Domain, but there are populations near¬ 

by. In Tennessee it is known to inhabit only six counties, 

three of those right around Sewanee: Marion and Grundy 

counties on the Cumberland Plateau and Coffee County 

on the neighboring Eastern Highland Rim. 

Nestronia umbellula is an unusual little plant. First, it is 

a green, photosynthesizing shrub that taps into the roots 

of surrounding trees for additional nutrients. Second, it 

is dioecious, meaning that any one plant will produce 

either male or female flowers, never both. Third, it is 

clonal, with all plants in the clone genetically identical 

and linked underground. 

This plant then, grows in 

clones of male or female 

plants, all of which are 

connected underground 

to each other and to the 

trees they are parasitizing. 

At first glance, Nestronia 

looks a bit like a blueberry 

bush, but on closer exam¬ 

ination the plants oppo¬ 

site leaf arrangement dif¬ 

ferentiates it from. 
Nestronia twig 

Cont’d on page 5 
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A. 'Letter from the President 
Hello Everyone, 

If you missed the annual Meeting, you missed a GREAT experience. We had won¬ 

derful plants and weather. I think everyone enjoyed the pontoon boat ride. We 

were able to see plants, reptiles and birds. My favorite being the American bald 

eagle. If you haven’t been to Reelfoot Lake, plan to go when you can see the ea¬ 

gles too. Thanks to Bart Jones who did all the hard work organizing this meeting. 

Also, thanks to our wonderful speakers, Rita Venable and Dr. Tom Blanchard. 

We still have some great plant trips on the schedule. I want to take this time to 

thank all of our leaders. We wouldn’t have field trips without you. I always learn 

something new when I go out with our TNPS folks. You can learn plants as well 

as birds and butterflies !! 

See you on the trails, 

Susan 

865-938-7627 

ssretiree@yahoo.com 

Maryland Golden-Aster 

( CHRYSOPSIS MARIANA) 
by David Hilgeman 
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Call for Volunteers 

Some of us native plant enthusiasts may have the most 

chronic cases of rubbernecking on the highway As 

we whiz by at 50 miles per hour, we crane our necks at 

blurred flushes of color more often than at unfortunate road¬ 

side mishaps. We might think to ourselves, “That flash of violet 

was probably just a short Vernonia, but could it have been a 

LiatrisV.” just before being jolted back to our high-speed reality 

by the violent but life-saving tremor of our tires crossing onto 

the rumble strip. 

If that describes you, there is now an excuse to put your rub¬ 

bernecking to good use! This year, the Southeastern Grasslands 

Initiative embarked on a project funded by the Tennessee De¬ 

partment of Transportation to find and document high quality 

grassland remnants and pollinator habitat along Tennessee’s 

highway system. These grassland communities are an increas¬ 

ingly rare site throughout the Southeast. There is an urgent 

need to find and document these unique habitats now, so that 

we can begin working to protect them before they disappear. 

Part of the grant involves working with TDOT to develop a roadside vegetation management plan so that these areas can 

be properly protected and managed. 

As you can imagine, there are a lot of miles to cover, so were asking for the help of citizen scientists of all sorts who can 

help us locate these roadside grasslands. We welcome naturalists of all levels, from professional botanists to amateurs. The 

program relies heavily on a very easy-to-use (and free!) smartphone app called iNaturalist to log observations—partici¬ 

pation requires little more than snapping photos on your smartphone and uploading them to iNaturalist. If you’d like to 

learn more about the program, contact Cooper Breeden at cooper.breeden@segrasslands.org. 

VIEW OF INTERSTATE 40 

SUBMITTED BY SOUTHEASTERN 

Grasslands Initiative 

Follow the Tennessee Native Plant Society on Social Media and Submit your 

Photos! 

New accounts include: 

• Twitter - We are the Tennessee Native Plant Society@plant_native. 

• Instagram - TNPS@plant_native 

• Use hash tag #tn native plant for both Twitter and Instagram. 

Instructions for submitting content: 

• Tweets can be photos but are composed of an 140 word maximum. Tweets can contain links. Items for Instagram 

must be in the form of a photo or graphic and cannot contain links - only information. 

Please send content and photos to Jennifer Trently at jmtrently@gmail.com! 
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Trip Report 

Group Shot by Richard Hitt 

May Prairie contd from page 1.... Narrow-leaf Mountain Mint {Pyc- 

nanthemum tenuifolium), and Prairie Milkweed (Asclepias hirtella). 

George Wallace also found Swamp Milkweed (A. incarnata), Blue 

Hearts (B uchnera Americana), Twisted Yellow-eyed Grass {Xyris tor- 

ta), and five species of thoroughwort (Eupatorium spp.). 

Across to the inside of the horseshoe-shaped Prairie we found a large 

colony of the endangered Coastal False Asphodel (Tofieldia racemosa, 

now Triantha racemosa) - a Coastal Plain species found only at May 

Prairie in Tennessee. We also saw Dense Blazing Star (Liatris spicata) 

and the rare Virginia Goldenrod {Solidago austrina or S. gracillima) - 

found in Tennessee only in Coffee County Both were still in bud. 

Dennis Horn 

ShaggyRosinweed 

{SlLPHIUM MOHRIl) 

by Richard Hitt 

Swamp Milkweed 

(Asclepias incarna ta) 

by George Wallace 

Do you have photos from trips you’d like to share? Are you 

interested in other TNPS News? Stay up to date and follow 

us on facebook! facebook.com/tennesseenativeplantsociety 
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Nestronia contd from page 1.... alternate-leaved blueberries. It also slightly re¬ 

sembles sweet shrub, but the latter is larger, more robust, and has a distinctive 

spicy fragrance. 

William Bartram was first to describe Nestronia., which he found growing in 

Georgia in 1773. He made a drawing and commented in his Travels that when 

“the Indians go in pursuit of deer, they carry this fruit with them, supposedly 

with the power of charming the animal to them.” 

Today, because of human development, the colonies are more isolated than in 

Bartrams day, and fruiting plants are extremely rare. Last year, Jason Reynolds, 

a ranger at South Cumberland State Park came across what may be the largest 

Nestronia clone in the state. 

Dennis Horn, author of Wildflowers of Tennessee, the Ohio Valley, and the 

Southern Appalachians\ was the first to discover Nestronia in Tennessee in 

1982. Lucky for me, he wanted to check out Jasons 

newly-discovered population and invited me to 

come along this past May. 

Dennis Horn comparing 

Nestronia umbellula 

with 

Calycanthus floridus 

Thanks to Jasons clear directions, we found the population right away on the escarpment 

overlooking Savage Gulf State Natural Area. Blueberry and sweetshrub were intermixed - a 

good opportunity to discriminate between these look-alikes. All of the plants were male, many 

in bloom. Each flower had between three and five petal-like tepals. The flowers of male clones 

occur in umbels of 3-10 flowers, whereas the female flowers are solitary 

and are about twice the size of male flowers. 

The overall range for Nestronia includes Alabama, Georgia, the Caro- 

linas, and Virginia, where the largest numbers of plants (clones) occur 

in the Piedmont. Although rare, female clones (flowers sometimes per¬ 

fect) can occasionally be found in this region. 

Female Flower 

Throughout Nestronias range, approximately 10% of the clones are female. No female plants have 

been discovered in Tennessee, but surely they exist in our state, possibly even on the Domain. So 

keep your eyes peeled, fellow botanizers. Discovering a new population of this rarity — especially 

one composed of females — would be a real feat! 

Mary Priestley with Dennis Horn 

(This article first appeared in the Summer 2019 issue of The Sewanee Plant Press) 

Fruit 
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Summer Trip Report 
Auto Tour Along the New Foothills 

Parkway Extension 
July 27,2019 

We had a beautiful day and 4 curious folks attend. 

Allen had made several trips to try to find spe¬ 

cial plants and/or special places to walk. This 

is a new finished road cut in the ridge and valley system. 

We did see some beautiful views and had some folks new 

to TNPS. They were appreciative of the plant list that Allen 

had developed. If you are in the area, drive the new exten¬ 

sion. There are beautiful views and the road is not too busy 

We saw several summer bloomers, some yet to bloom,and 

some past bloom. Carolina Lily -Lilium michauxiiwas past 

bloom while Appalachian Sunflower -Helianthus atrorubens was not quite in bloom. Other plants of interest were Stiff 

haired Sunflower -Helianthus hirsutus, Southern Rosinweed -Silphium asteriscus, Lesser Prarie Dock -Silphium com- 

positum, Wild Quinine -Parthenium integrifolium,, Hairy Angelica -Angelica venosa, and Spurred Butterfly Pea - Cen- 

trosema viginianum. 

Photo 

by Susan Sweetser 

We got off the Parkway for a late lunch at the market in Walland and then went on to the Parkway and drove towards Look 

Rock. You always seem to see something different on the way back and we spotted Yellow-fringed Orchid -Plantanthera 

ciliaris along the road. Thanks to Tobe, Ole and Trish and Steve for joining us for the day. 

- Susan Sweetser 

Yellow-fringed Orchid 

(Plantanthera ciliaris) 

by Susan Sweetser 

SummerTrip Report 



Summer Trip Report 
7 

About 25 of us gathered at Wendy’s in Manchester 

for this outing. We first traveled to AEDC to see the 

orchids flowering under the power lines. We imme¬ 

diately found Ragged Fringed Orchid (Platanthera lacera), 

Rose Pogonia (Pogonia ophioglossoides), and Grass Pink 

(Calopogon tuberosus) near the highway. Further in were 

a few scattered blooms of Spreading Pogonia (Cleistesiopsis bifaria). Off into the edge of the woods we found one huge 

Green Adder’s Mouth (Malaxis unifolia) in flower, and several Pink Fady’s-Slippers (past) and Farge Whorled Pogonias not 

in flower. Total 7 orchids found that day. 

Other plants in flower were Death Camas (Stenanthium tennesseense, formerly Zigadenusleimanthoides), Hyssop-Feaved 

Skullcap (Scutellaria integrifolia), Sampsons Snakeroot (Orbexilum pedunculatum), Whorled Foosestrife (Lysimachia 

quadrifolia). Goat’s Rue (Tephrosia virginiana), and in the wooded edge were Swamp Haw ( Viburnum nudum) and Vir¬ 

ginia Willow or Sweet Spire {Ltea virginica). Back under the power line we found a beautiful Cecropia moth, wings spread, 

posing for a photograph. 

On the way to lunch several stopped to photograph Pickerelweed 

(Pontederia cordata) in a ditch along the AEDC highway. After 

lunch we headed for May Prairie. The prairie had been burned some¬ 

time during the past 6 months and the larger red maples had been 

cut, all done to keep the woody plants in check. In the prairie we 

found Marsh Pea {Lathyruspalustris). Swamp Candles {Lysimachia 

terrestris), Horned Bladderwort (Utricularia cornuta), all rare plants 

in flower. We also found Phloxglaberrima. Sun Drops {Oenothera 

fruticosa), Blue Wild Indigo {Baptisia australis) fruits and one plant 

in flower, Cumberland Rosinweed {Silphium mohrii). Mock Bishop- 

weed {Ptilimnium costatum), and lots of Colic Root {Aletris farino- 

sa) mostly past flowering. 

Dennis Horn 

Swamp Milkweed 

{Asclepias incarna ta) 

George Wallace 

AEDC and May Prairie 
Coffee County 
June 1,2019 

Bledsoe State Forest 
Cumberland Plateau 
September 7,2019 

TNPS and TCWP folks joined together to enjoy the 

fall flowers in Bledsoe State Forest. Usually our fall 

wildflower event is later in the year. We paid for our 

early date with hot conditions but we got to see many flow¬ 

ers in their prime. 

Seven of us braved the sun to see those very beautiful wildflowers. Prominent were hollow Joe-Pye weed, many types of 

goldenrod, tall iron weed, narrow leaf sunflower, downy lobelia, southern prairie aster, late purple aster, dolly’s daisy, tall 

flat-topped white aster and southern blazing star. We saw these along a TVA powerline right -of-way where the habitat was 

prairie-like. We discussed how TVA is trying to preserve prairie type habitat along this line and other ones. 

Larry Pounds 



Remaining Hikes in 2019 

9/21 - Hike the Tennessee Valley Authority s Lady’s Bluff 
Trail (Leader Allan Trently) 

10/26 - Late Fall at Carroll Cabin Barrens State Natural 
Area (Leader Bart Jones) 

RSVP information and other details can be found at 
www.tnps.org. 

When Dues Are Due? 
Unless you are an email subscriber, check your mailing label for your membership date. You are paid through 

the year listed just above your name. You can pay TNPS dues at any time, and now you can pay online at the 

TNPS Website. Just go to www.tnps.org, click “Membership,” and follow directions there. If your address has 

changed, you can email the new address to info@tnps.org. We cannot print the newsletter in full color, but you 

may be pleased to find all the color in email copies and at the website, www. tnps. org 
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